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If a child were never allowed to " scamp " a lesson
or learn it imperfectly, it would soon develop a
stronger memory. It is really of little consequence
what is at first learned, compared to the manner in
which it is mastered. Whether the lesson be short
or long, whether an hour or a week be allowed for
that lesson, the pupil should never corne into the
class until it is learned, as the school-boy saying is,
" up the middle and down the sides, inside and out5?
Be it spelling, arithmetic, grammar, or geometry, it
should be so perfectly acquired that the recitation
shall be simply peifact. And it should be so often
reviewed as to put the least forgetfulness out of the
question. We have an illustration of this in the
so-called OLLENDOKFF method of learning languages
By mastering every lesson quite perfectly the pupil
can always attain perfection through this method, but
if a single stitch be dropped, the work is spoiled.
Even in studying by OLLEISTDOEFF, a pure pronuncia-
tion should precede the use of the book; otherwise
the pupil will be impeded by the effort to learn two
things at once. In one form or another there is a
great deal of this dual difficulty tolerated in education.

There are certainly difficulties in thus developing
memory and intelligence. Children often cheat their
teachers as well as themselves in recitation. Who
is not familiar with the wonderful girl who learns
her lesson in ten minutes and forgets It all in five ?
Who does not know a boy who can conjugate a Latin
verb in due order^ so as to deceive the Very elect of
teachers, yet who, when called on to give the Latin
for " you might l&" is " all at sea ? * There are the
perplexing creatures, too, gifted with visual memory,